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VY nucepTaiiii 3A1iCHEHO AUCKYPCUBHUH aHaji3 OPIIIHHOTO CTPATErTYHOTO
HapatuBy CIIIA CcTOCOBHO pOCIMCHKO-YKPAiHCHKOI BIMHU $K KIHOUYOBOTO
1HCTpYMEHTA apTUKYJIALIT Ta JeriTuMaii aMEpUKaHCHKOTO
30BHIIIHBOINOIITUYHOIO  KypCy. AKTYalbHICTh JOCHIIPKEHHS 3yMOBJIEHA
oco6mBor0 poiito CIHIA sik 30BHIITHBOTO aKTOPA, YK MO3HUIIIS ICTOTHO BIUTUBAE
Ha JAWHAMIKy MDKHApOJHUX BIJHOCUH MiJ 4Yac BIMHM Ta JUIJIOMATUYHE
BPETYJIIOBaHHS KOH(IIKTHUX CHUTyallld, a TaKOoX HEMOBHUM BHUBYCHHIM
JTUCKYPCUBHUX TpaHchopmaliii opilifiHUX CTpaTEeriYHUX HApaTHBIB, y TOMY
YUCJI NUISIXOM MO€EHAHHS IKICHOTO Ta KUIBKICHOTO PIBHIB aHA3y.

MeTo0  TOCHIPKEHHS € BU3HAYEHHS KIIOYOBUX  JUCKYPCHBHHX
XxapakTepucTuk odiuiiiHoro crpareriydoro HapatuBy CIIA  cTocoBHO
POCIICBKO-YKPATHChKOI BIHHU 3a PI3HUX NPE3UICHTCHKUX aIMIHICTPALlIi.
O06’€KTOM IOCIHIJKEHHSI € KJIIOYOB1 CTpaTeriyHi JOKYMEHTH M aKTH IMyOJI4YHUX
KOMYHIKaIlli aMepUKaHCHKOTO BUIIOTO MOJITHYHOTO KEPIBHUIITBA; IPEIMETOM —
3MicTOBHI TpaHcdopmaiiii odimiitHOro cTpaTeriunoro Hapatury CIIIA.

MeTto050T14Hy OCHOBY POOOTH CTAaHOBUTH 3alIPONOHOBAaHA aBTOPCHKA
MOJIEIb KOMOIHOBAHOTO TIAXOMy, IO TMOeAHYE (PPEerMMOBUNM 1 YaCTOTHO-
JeKCUYHUM  aHami3 oOOpaHMX  KOPIYCIB  TEKCTIB 13  BUKOPHCTAHHSIM

CIIel1aJII30BaHOT0 MPOTPAMHOTO 3a0€3IeUeHHs.



HaykoBa HOBHU3Ha ojepKaHUX pe3yJbTaTiB Toysirae y Bepudikarii
CTPYKTypHUX TpaHcopMaliii ctpareriunoro HapatuBy CIIA crocoBHO
pocificbko-yKkpaiHcbkoi BiiHM y 2014-2025 pokax, BCTaHOBJICHHI 1epapxii
KJIFOYOBUX (pEeiMIB Ha Pi3HUX €Tallax BIMHU 1 BUSBJICHH1 BIUIUBY IIi€l i€epapxii
Ha XapakTep JeTiTUMAIlii BIAMOBITHUX 30BHITHBOMOMITHYHHX pimeHs CIIIA.

Y nepmioMy po3dial OMHMCAHO TEOPETHUKO-METOJOJOTIYHI — 3acaju
AocaiKeHHsl. BusHaueHo, 1m0 B Cy4acHii MOJITONOTII HApaTUB PO3TIISAA€THCS
AK CAaMOCTIMHHMI IHCTPYMEHT KOHCTPYIOBAHHSI IMOJITHYHOI PEabHOCTI, 4Yepe3
KU TOJIITUYHI aKTOPU BIOPSAKOBYIOTH CMUCIIH, 33/1aI0Th pAMKH 1HTEpIpeTaltii
CYCHUIBHO 3HAYYIIMX IPOLECIB 1 BIUIMBAIOTh HA 1X CHPUUHATTS PI3HOTO POy
aynuropisiMu. ONHCAaHO aHAMITHUYHUNA TOTEHIaJ TOJITUYHOI HapaToJIOoTii,
PO3KpPUTO E€BOJIIOIIIO0 TOHSTTS CTPATEriYHOTO HApPaTUBY B aMEPUKAHCHKOMY
odiLiitHOMY AUCKYpPCl, OOTPYHTOBAHO TPAKTYyBaHHS CTPATEr1YHOTO HAPATUBY SIK
O0araro(yHKIIOHATFHOI ~ CMHCJIOBOI  KOHCTPYKIIi 3  MOSICHIOBAJIBHOIO,
11eHTUiKaLiHOIO, JIETITUMAIIIITHOIO Ta MOO1TI3aIIHHOI0 (PYHKIIISIMHU.

Y napyromy po3aim 3a1HCHEHO PETPOCHEKTHBHUM aHa3 E€BOJIOMIT
odimiiinoi putopuku Ta Ctpateriii HarioHanbHOI 6e3neku CIIIA Big ki 1980-
X pokiB 110 2014 poky, pO3KpUTO i1 OCHOBHI JOKTPUHAJIbHI Ta JUCKYPCHBHI
BUTOKU Ta TMPEACTABJICHO ii BUXIJIHI XapaKTEPUCTHUKH, OCOOJUBO TPHUB'S3KY B
YKpPaiHCBbKOMY KOHTEKCT1 10 30€pekeHHS MIKPET1OHAJbHOrOo OallaHCy CHII SIK
OCHOBHM TJ100a1bHOI 0e3mexoBoi cTadubHOCTI. AHani3 CTpaTeriii HalllOHAJBHO1
oesnexku CIHIA mepiogy kinns 1990-x — nmouatrky 2010-x pokiB BUSBHMB y HHUX
NepeBaKaHHS Y CTAaBJICHHI A0 YKpaiHW JIOTiKM YMOBHOTO IMapTHEPCTBA, sKa
noJisirajia 'y HaJaHHI aMEPUKAHCHKOT MIATPUMKH 3aJIeKHO BiJl €()EKTUBHOCTI
BHYTPIIIHbO-YKPATHCHKUX PEPOpPM Ta KOHKPETHUX IMOJITUYHHX KOHTEKCTIB 1
nepeopieHTaIlli Ha B3a€EMO/III0 3 TPOMAISTHCHKUM CYCITUIBCTBOM Y KpaiHHu.

AHani3 pociiicbkol TeMH B aMEPHUKAaHCHKUX OQILIHHUX HAapaTHUBaxX TOTO
nepiojly BUSIBUB BIJCYTHICTh Y HUX CHPUUHATTS P® sik 3arpo3u ykpaiHCbKOMY
CYBEPEHITETY Ta IEMOKPATUYHOMY CBITY B LI1JIOMY, IIIO TPU3BEJIO JI0 iX MOMITHOT
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JAeMiTiTapu3alii Ta YHUKHEHHS B HHMX MPUIYIIEHb MPO MOKJIUBY €CKalalliio
MDKHApPOJHOT HANpYy>KEHOCT1 B €BPOIIL.

TpeTiit po3au1 TPUCBSIYCHO Al1aXpPOHIYHOMY JUCKYpC-aHali3y o(iliitHOTO
ctpareriyHoro HapatuBy CIHIA 1mom0 pociicbko-yKpaiHChbKOT BifHM Ha 1i
nepuomy etami  (2014-2022 pp.). IlokazaHo, mo mompu 3MiHY TPHOX
MPE3UJICHTCHKUX ~aJMIHICTpaIlii aMepUKaHChKa KOMYHIKATHBHA CTpaTeris
XapakTepu3yBajacsd BHCOKHM pIBHEM  KOHLENTYalbHOI  TATJIOCTi, Jie
TpaHchopmaiii crpareriunoro HapatuBy CIIIA BigOyBamucsa He uyepe3
paauKagbHy 3MiHY 0a30BHX IHTEpPIpPETAIliHHUX PaMOK, a Yepe3 KOpPUTYBaHHS
IHCTPYMEHTAJIbHUX aKIIEHTIB y BIANOB1/Ib Ha 3MiHY O0€31IEKOBOI0 CEepeoBHUIIA —
B1JI HOPMaTUBHO-IUIVIOMAaTHYHOI MMapaJUurMu nepioay aamiHictpamii b. O6amu
JI0 YaCTKOBOT'O TIEPEXO0Ay A0 OUIbII MparMaTuyHOl 1HTEpIpeTaIli MI»)XHAPOIHOT
MOJIITUKY Yepe3 MPU3MY JCKJIapOBaHO1 KOHIIEIIT CYEPHHUIITBA BETUKUX JEPKaB
3 o1iHKOI0 P® 5K peBi310HICTCHKOTO akTOpa 3a nepinoi kaaeniii JI. Tpamma, nami
0 KOHUENTyali3amli pOoCIMChbKOi arpecli y Mexax MIMPUIOro HapaTuBy
IPOTUCTOSTHHS JIEMOKpATIA Ta aBTOKpATi 3 aKIEHTOM Ha KOHCOJIIIAIII0
3aXiTHAX COIO3IB 1 TPEBEHTUBHY JETITUMAIII0 MacimTabHOlI 00OOPOHHOI
MIATPUMKA YKpainu 3a aamMidicTpauii Jx. balinena.

Ha ocHoBi Bepudikailii BIAMOBIAHUX 3MiH Ha CTPYKTYPHOMY Ta 4aCTOTHO-
JIEKCUYHOMY PiBHI OyJI0 BUBHAUEHO, 0 Y MeXaxX cTpareriyHoro Hapatupy CIIIA
BII0yJlacsd TOCTYIOBa €BOJIIOLISA B1JI I1HTEpHpeTalii poCiiichbKOi arpecii sk
JIOKaJIBHOI KPU3H B paMKaX CUCTEMH €BPOTNIEHCHKOT O€3IMEeKH 10 i1 ap THUKYJISIIIT SIK
BUKJIMKY ICHYIOUOMY CBITOMOPSIIKY, II0 BHUMAara€ KOMILIEKCHOI BIHCHKOBO-
TEXHIYHOI, EKOHOMIYHOI Ta JUIJIOMAaTUYHOI B1AIIOBII].

VY dgeTBepTOMY pPO3ALNII MPOAHATI30BAHO HUCKYPCHUBHI XapaKTEPUCTUKU
ctpareriyHoro HapaTuBy CILIA 11010 noBHOMAacIITabHOT POCIMCHKO-YKPATHCHKOT
BIMHM BIJ] MOYATKy POCIHCHKOTO BTOPTHEHHS N0 KIHIIS MEPIIOTO POKY APYroi
kaneHmii  J[. Tpamna. Ilokazano, 1m0 Ha mnepeaecKalaliiHOMy eTari
aaMminicTparis k. baiinena BuOyayBana 4iTKy HOpMAaTUBHO-IIHHICHY PaMKy, Y
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Mexax SIKOi BIJIMOBIATBHICTD 32 BIHY MPEBEHTUBHO NokIaaanacs Ha Kpemiib, a
HOiATPUMKA YKpalHU JETiTUMyBasacd HEOOXITHICTIO 3aXHCTy MIKHAPOAHOTO
IpaBa, COJIAAPHICTIO IEMOKPATUYHUX COIO3HUKIB 1 CTPUMYBAHHSAM POCIMCHKOTO
PEBI310HI3MY.

Po3kpuTO TEeBHY MBO3HAYHICTh aMEPHKAHCHKOTO HAPATUBY HA TOYATKY
MOBHOMACIITA0OHOI BIMHM, KOJU BIH MOEIHYBAB PIIIyYiCTh Y IUIIOMATUYHIN
TUIOUIMHI 3 O0OEpEeXHICTIO IMIOAO IMOCTauyaHHS YKpaiHi BaXKKUX O030pOEHB SIK
MOTEHUIMHOrO TpUrepa eckaiallli, ajie BHUABJICHO, IO BIPOJOBXK MEPIIOTO
BOEHHOTO POKY BiH HaOyB OUIBIIOI CTPYKTYPHOI IUTICHOCTI 3 YITKIIIOKO
OpIEHTALlIEl0 Ha JOBrOTpHUBANIYy MIATPUMKY YKpaiHM y BiliICBKOBOMY
IPOTUCTOSTHHI Ta 3aBAaHHs cTpareriyHoi mnopasku P®. KourtenT-anamizom
MIITBEP/KEHO, 10 KIIOYOBUMHM Y HapaTuBi agMiHicTpali /. bainena cramu
dbpeliMu 0OOPOHHOI JIOTIOMOTH, MI)KHAPOAHOI B3a€EMOJI1, 3aXUCTY LMBIILHOTO
HaceJeHHs Ta T1IOpUIHUX 3arpos3, ki 3a0e3nedyBalii BUCOKY HOPMAaTHBHY Ta
aKCIOJIOTIYHY Y3TOJUKEHICTh KOHCOJIAOBAHOI €BPOATIAHTUYHOI MHIATPUMKHU
VYkpainu, oOJHAK 3BYXYBaJIM MPOCTIp JJII  TEPCIEKTUB  IIBUIKOTO
JTUTUIOMAaTUYHOTO BPETYIIOBAHHS.

VY npoanamizoBanuii nepion apyroi kanenuii JI. Tpamma crtparteriuHuit
HapatuB CIIA 3a3HaB CyTTEBOTO JUCKYPCHUBHOTO 3CYBY B OIK CYBEPEHICTCHKO-
TPaH3aKLIMHOTO peaii3My: TeMa MPUTATHEHHS arpecopa JI0 BiJNOBIAAIBHOCTI
3r1JIHO 3 MIKHAPOHUM MIPAaBOM MapriHali3y€eThCs, HATOMICTh IPIOPUTETOM CTAE
dopcyBaHHs TeperoBopHoro rmporecy, MiHimizamis Butpar CIIA Ta
Nepepo3NnoALT TAraps MIATPUMKUA YKpaiHU y BIMHI HA KOPUCTb €BPOINEUCHKUX
napTHepiB. BinmosigHo, ameprkancbka 00OpOHHA JIomoMora YKpaiHi MOoYnHae
1HTEepIIpeTyBaTucs He sk Oe3ymoBHe 3000B’s3anHa CIIA sk m;igepa
JEMOKPATHUYHOTO CBITY Ta €EBPOATIIAHTUYHOI KOAJIIIIi1, a SIK TIPOIIEC, 110 3aTICKHUTh
B1JI TOTOBHOCTI YKpaiHU 70 TUTIJIOMATHYHOTO BPETYTIOBaHHS.

BianoBigHo 10 00paHOi METO10JI0TIi, TaKi BUCHOBKH 3 SIKICHOTO aHaJli3y

ctpareriyHoro HapatuBy CIIA 1poro nepiogy migKpIiIUIIOIOTHCS pe3ybTaTaMu
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(GbpeiiMOBOro Ta YaCTOTHO-JIEKCUYHOTO aHali3y, sIKI MPOJAEMOHCTPYBaJH, IO B
odimiitHoMy amepuxkaHcbkoMy HapaTuBi 2025 poky (GIKCYEThCS 3HUKEHHS
MUTOMOI Bard HOPMAaTUBHUX (PperiMiB Ta LIHHICHOI PUTOPUKH, XapaKTEPHUX IS
nepioay JIx. balinena, HaTOMICTh CYTT€BE 3POCTaHHS MUTOMOI Baru ¢permin
JIUIIOMATHYHOTO TPEKY, @ TAKOXK Kpoc-TeMaTUIHUX (hpeitmiB «America Firsty» ta
JeIeriTuMallii monepeaHbo1 aiMiHICcTpaIllli, o BeprdiKy€e OMMCcaHui MepexiJl B
I[IHHICHO-MOOUTI3aIlifHOT MOAENI J0 MparMaTUYHOI TPAH3aKIIHHOI JIOTIKU Yy
KOMyHIKaTUBHOMY BuMIpi ctpaterii CHIA cTOCOBHO pPOCIMCHKO-YKPaiHCHKOI
BIMHH.

Ha OCHOBI MO€JHAaHHS TEOPETHUYHOIO Y3arajlbHEHHSA, 1aXPOHIYHOTO
JTMCKYypC-aHalli3y Ta HOro eMITpUuYHOil BepudiKallii JOBEJACHO, 0 CTPaTeT1UHUI
HapatuB CIIIA cTocoBHO pociiicbko-ykpaincbkoi BiiHH 2014-2025 pokiB
3MIHIOBaBCS HE XaOTUYHO, a 4YEpe3 CHCTEMHY NepeOyAoBy iepapxii (pelimis
BIJIMOBITHO 1O 3MiH O€3MEKOBOr0 KOHTEKCTY Ta TMPIOPUTETIB OKPEMHUX
MPE3UJEHTCHKUX aaMiHicTpalid. OOIpyHTOBaHO, 11O e HapaTHB MPOWIIOB
IUISIX  BIJ MOCKBOIIGHTPUYHOI 1HEPUIMHOCTI A0 HOPMATHBHO-IIIHHICHOT
MOO1TI3a11ii, a 3roJIoM — JI0 CYBEpPEHICTCHKO-TPAH3AKIIMHOTO MparMaTu3My, y
MeXax SIKOTO MiATpUMKa YKpaiHu JieJail TICHIIIE O3HAauyBaiacs Kpi3b IPU3MY
cnienudivHO apTUKYJILOBAHUX BHYTpimHIX iHTEpeciB CIIIA.

[IpakTruHe 3HAYEHHS OTPUMAHUX PE3YJbTATIB IOJSATAE€ B PO3IIMPEHHI
METO0JIOTTYHOTO 1HCTPYMEHTAPIIO JOCIIPKEHHS MeONOITUYHUX CTpaTerid Ta
oQiIIHHUX HApaTUBIB JEP>KaB HA OCHOBI MOETHAHHS SIKICHOTO TUCKYpC-aHaJ3y
3 KUIBKICHOIO JIIHTBOCTATUCTUYHOIO BepHu(ikaliero. 3acTOCOBaHUN MiaXiz
MIPOTIOHYETHCS JJISI BUKOPUCTAHHS y KOMIAPATUBHUX 1 MDKIUCITUTUTIHAPHUX
TOCIIIKEHHSIX BEJIMKUX KOPITYCIB MOJITUYHUX TEKCTIB, a TaKOX IJIsi aHaJI3y
JUCKYPCUBHOTO BHUMIPY JEp>KAaBHOI TOJITUKH 1 BHUSBIEHHS CUCTEMHUX
TpaHchopMaIliii y CTpaTeriuHUX HapaTHBaX OKPEMHX MOJITUYHUX AaKTOPIB.
OtpuMaHi pe3yiabTaTd HacaMIiepesl MOXKyTh OyTH BUKOpHCTaHi y po6oTi M3C

VYkpainu, Anapaty PHBO VYkpainu ta npodiibHUX mapiaMeHTChKUX KOMITETIB
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y MeXaX CTpaTeriyHOro IJIaHyBaHHS, 30BHIIIHBONOIITUYHOTO TTPOrHO3yBaHHS,
MMOCWJICHHS  JOBrOTpWBaioi €(EeKTHBHOCTI Ta KPHU30BOI  aJanTUBHOCTI
KOMYHIKaIIHOI cTpaTerii YKpaiHu.

Kuarw4ogi cjioBa: iHCTUTYIIT Bllaau, pe3uaeHTChKi aaminicTpariii CLLIA,
3oBHimHSA noiituka CLIA, ctpareris HamionansHOi 6e3nexku CIIIA, pociiicbko-
yKpaiHChKa BiiiHa, CTpaTeriYHUN HapaTHUB, CTpaTEriYHUN HApaTHUB, CTpATETIYHI
KOMYHIKaIli, MOJITHYHI KOMYHIKaIlii, MyOJiyHi KOMYHIKAIll, apTUKYJISAIisA
HalllOHAIBHUX 1HTEpECIB, MOJITHUYHA JIeTITUMAIlg, O(ImiiHUI AUCKypC,

MOJIITUYHUHN AUCKYpC-aHali3, ppedMOoBUIA aHai3, KOPITYCHHM aHai3.



ABSTRACT

Velhus V. V. Transformations of the U.S. Strategic Narrative
Regarding the Russo-Ukrainian War (2014-2025) — Research paper on the
rights of a manuscript.

PhD thesis for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the speciality «052 —
Political Science». — Kuras Institute of Political and Ethnic Studies of the

National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, Kyiv, 2026.

The dissertation conducts a discourse analysis of the official strategic
narrative of the United States concerning the Russian-Ukrainian war as a key
instrument for articulating and legitimizing American foreign policy. The
relevance of the study stems from the United States’ special role as an external
actor whose position substantially affects the dynamics of international relations
during the war and the diplomatic settlement of conflict situations, as well as from
the incomplete examination of discursive transformations in official strategic
narratives, including through the combination of qualitative and quantitative
levels of analysis.

The aim of the research is to identify the key discursive characteristics of
the official strategic narrative of the United States regarding the Russian-
Ukrainian war under different presidential administrations. The object of the
study comprises key strategic documents and acts of public communications of
the senior American political leadership; the subject is the substantive
transformations of the official strategic narrative of the United States.

The methodological basis of the work is the author’s proposed model of a
combined approach, that integrates frame and frequency-lexical analysis of
selected text corpora, using specialized software.

The scientific novelty of the obtained results lies in the verification of

structural transformations in the strategic narrative of the United States
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concerning the Russian-Ukrainian war over the period 2014-2025, the
establishment of a hierarchy of key frames at different stages of the war, and the
identification of the impact of this hierarchy on the nature of the legitimization of
the corresponding U.S. foreign policy decisions.

The first chapter describes the theoretical and methodological foundations
of the study. It is established that in contemporary political science, narrative is
viewed as an independent tool for constructing political reality, through which
political actors organize meanings, set interpretive frameworks for socially
significant processes, and influence how different types of audiences perceive
them. The analytical potential of political narratology is outlined, the evolution
of the concept of strategic narrative in American official discourse is traced, and
strategic narrative is justified as a multifunctional semantic construct with
explanatory, identity-building, legitimizing, and mobilizing functions.

The second chapter provides a retrospective analysis of the evolution of
official rhetoric and the National Security Strategies of the United States from the
late 1980s to 2014, revealing their main doctrinal and discursive origins and
presenting their initial characteristics, particularly their linkage, in the Ukrainian
context, to the preservation of the interregional balance of power as the basis of
global security stability. Analysis of the U.S. National Security Strategies of the
late 1990s and early 2010s revealed a prevailing logic of conditional partnership
toward Ukraine, which involved providing American support depending on the
effectiveness of domestic reforms in Ukraine and specific political contexts, as
well as a shift toward engagement with Ukrainian civil society.

Analysis of the Russian theme in American official narratives of that period
revealed the absence of any perception of the Russian Federation as a threat to
Ukrainian sovereignty and to the democratic world as a whole. This resulted in a
notable demilitarization of those narratives and an avoidance of assumptions

about possible escalation of international tensions in Europe.



The third chapter is devoted to a diachronic discourse analysis of the
official strategic narrative of the United States regarding the Russian-Ukrainian
war during its first stage (2014—2022). It is shown that, despite the change of three
presidential administrations, the American communicative strategy was
characterized by a high degree of conceptual continuity: transformations of the
U.S. strategic narrative occurred not through a radical change in basic interpretive
frameworks, but through adjustments in instrumental emphases in response to
changes in the security environment—from the normative-diplomatic paradigm
of the Barack Obama administration, to a partial shift toward a more pragmatic
interpretation of international politics through the lens of the declared concept of
great-power competition and the assessment of the Russian Federation as a
revisionist actor during Donald Trump’s first term, and further to the
conceptualization of Russian aggression within the broader narrative of
democracy-versus-autocracy confrontation, with emphasis on the consolidation
of Western alliances and the preventive legitimization of large-scale defense
assistance to Ukraine under Joe Biden’s administration.

Based on the verification of the corresponding changes at the structural and
frequency-lexical levels, it was determined that within the U.S. strategic
narrative, there was a gradual evolution from interpreting Russian aggression as
a local crisis within the European security system to articulating it as a challenge
to the existing world order that requires a comprehensive military-technical,
economic, and diplomatic response.

The fourth chapter analyzes the discursive characteristics of the U.S.
strategic narrative concerning the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war from the
beginning of the Russian invasion until the end of the first year of Donald
Trump’s second term. It is shown that, at the pre-escalation stage, the Joe Biden
administration constructed a clear normative-value framework within which

responsibility for the war was preemptively assigned to the Kremlin, while



support for Ukraine was legitimized by the need to defend international law,
solidarity among democratic allies, and the containment of Russian revisionism.

The chapter further reveals a certain ambiguity in the American narrative
at the outset of the full-scale war, when determination in the diplomatic sphere
coexisted with caution regarding the supply of heavy weapons to Ukraine as a
potential trigger for escalation. However, it is demonstrated that over the course
of the first year of the war, the narrative acquired greater structural coherence,
with a clearer orientation toward long-term support for Ukraine in the military
confrontation and toward inflicting a strategic defeat on the Russian Federation.
Content analysis confirmed that the key frames in the Biden administration’s
narrative were defense assistance, international cooperation, protection of
civilians, and hybrid threats, which ensured a high degree of normative and
axiological coherence in the consolidated Euro-Atlantic support for Ukraine, but
simultaneously narrowed the prospects for a rapid diplomatic settlement.

During the analyzed period of Donald Trump’s second term, the U.S.
strategic narrative underwent a significant discursive shift toward sovereigntist-
transactional realism: the issue of holding the aggressor accountable under
international law became marginalized, while the priority shifted to accelerating
the negotiation process, minimizing U.S. costs, and redistributing the burden of
support for Ukraine in the war in favor of European partners. Accordingly,
American defense assistance to Ukraine began to be interpreted not as an
unconditional obligation of the United States as the leader of the democratic
world and the Euro-Atlantic coalition, but as a process dependent on Ukraine’s
willingness to reach a diplomatic settlement.

In accordance with the chosen methodology, such conclusions from the
qualitative analysis of the strategic narrative of the United States in this period
are supported by the results of frame and frequency-lexical analysis, which
demonstrated that the official American narrative in 2025 recorded a decrease in

the relative share of normative frames and value-laden rhetoric characteristic of
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the Biden period, alongside a substantial increase in the relative share of frames
related to the diplomatic track, as well as cross-thematic frames of «America
First» and the delegitimization of the previous administration. This verifies the
described transition from a value-based mobilization model to a pragmatic
transactional logic in the communicative dimension of the U.S. strategy regarding
the Russian-Ukrainian war.

On the basis of the combination of theoretical generalization, diachronic
discourse analysis, and its empirical verification, it is demonstrated that the U.S.
strategic narrative regarding the Russian-Ukrainian war in 2014-2025 changed
not chaotically, but through a systemic restructuring of the hierarchy of frames in
accordance with shifts in the security context and the priorities of individual
presidential administrations. It is substantiated that this narrative evolved from
Moscow-centric inertia to normative-value mobilization, and subsequently to
sovereigntist-transactional pragmatism, within which support for Ukraine was
increasingly defined through the prism of specifically articulated domestic
interests of the United States.

The practical significance of the obtained results lies in the expansion of
the methodological toolkit for the study of geopolitical strategies and official state
narratives through the combination of qualitative discourse analysis with
quantitative linguo-statistical verification. The proposed approach may be used
in comparative and interdisciplinary studies of large corpora of political texts, as
well as in the analysis of the discursive dimension of state policy and the
identification of systemic transformations in the strategic narratives of individual
political actors. The results obtained may be used primarily in the work of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, the Staff of the National Security and
Defense Council of Ukraine, and relevant parliamentary committees within the
framework of strategic planning, foreign policy forecasting, and the strengthening
of the long-term effectiveness and crisis adaptability of Ukraine’s communication

strategy.
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